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I came round by Derby to this town, where I am now
upon a short visit to rny mother, and I confess to your
Grace that after an absence of less than four years,1 all
things appear new to me. The buildings, the improve-
ments, the dress and countenance of the people put a new
spirit into one, et tacite circum praecordia ludit. This long
war has here occasioned no fall of lands, nor much poverty
among any sort of people, only some complain of a little
slowness in tenants to pay their rents, more than formerly.
There is a universal love of the present Government, and
few animosities except upon elections, of which I just
arrived to see one in this town upon a vacancy by the death
of a knight of the shire.2 They have been polling these
three days, and the number of thousands pretty equal on
both sides, the parties as usual, High and Low, and there is
not a chambermaid, prentice, or schoolboy in this whole
town, but what is warmly engaged on one side or the other.

I write this to amuse your Grace and relieve a dull letter
of business. Others would make excuses for taking up so
much of your Grace's time to read their impertinence. But
I shall offer none, I, who know that no man's time is worse
taken up than your Grace's, which I arn sorry to say of so
great a person, and for whom upon all other accounts I
have so high a veneration. The world may contradict me

Pembroke was attracted to him by similar tastes and brought
Fountaine to Ireland in the capacity of Usher of the Black Rod.
Pope refers in the " Dtinciad" to Fountaine's dealings with men of
rank in scathing terms:

" But Annius, crafty Seer, with ebon wand,

And well dissembled em'rald on his hand,

False as his Gems, and canker'd as his Coins

Game, cramm'd with capon, from where Pallio dines.

Soft as the wily Fox is seen to creep,

Where bask on sunny banks the simple sheep,

Walk round and round, now prying" here, now there,

So he; but pious whispered first his pray'r,

* Grant, gracious Goddess! grant me still to cheat,

O may thy cloud still cover the deceit/ "

1  It is said that Swift visited England in the year 1705, but this
reference seems to indicate that he had not been in England since
his visit in 1703-4.   It is possible that the reference is limited to
his not having been at Leicester, and that he went to London in
1705 without going to see his mother, but this appears improbable.

2  On 4 December, 1707, George Ashby, of Quenby, was returned
for Leicestershire in the room of John Verney, deceased.ps the Speedwell, Shoram, and Seaford, being attended to the
